
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SSEEMMII--CCEENNTTEENNNNIIAALL  CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONN  
RREECCOORRDD  GGRROOUUPP  3399  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oklahoma State Archives Division 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

200 Northeast 18th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday; Closed Holidays 

 
 

 1

TDF 2007 



SEMI-CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
RECORD GROUP 39 

 
 The Semi-Centennial Commission was appointed in 1955 to plan and carry out a 
fitting commemoration of the 50th anniversary of statehood; From Teepees to Towers. 
Numerous projects were undertaken and many statewide events were held in 1957, 
including the Oklahoma Semi-Centennial Exposition in Oklahoma City at the State 
Fairgrounds. It included a motorama, a foodarama, an international photorama, and 
Soonerama Land exhibits. The use of the spinter "rama" means an exposition of the best. 
Many Hollywood and recording stars participated in the exposition including Mickey 
Rooney, Dorothy Lamour, and Oklahoma's own: Patti Page and Johnny Ray. 
 
GENERAL FILES        5.3 Cubic Feet 
1955-1958            Record Group 39-1 
 
 These files cover a wide variety of subject from advertising to a “queen for a day” 
contest. Included here are general correspondence, memos, and other working 
documents. 
 
Record Group 39-1-1 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Addresses 
 2: Applications for Special Awards 
 3: Accounts Payable 
 4: Radio Accounts 
 5: Calendar of Events 
 6: Almanac 
 7: Applications 
 8: Art Competition, Judges 
 9: Art Competition, Seal 
 10: Area Chairman 
 11: Automobile Correspondence 
 12: Authorization Letters 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Aviation 
 2: Advertising, General 
 2a: Advertising, General 
 3: Available Material 
 4: Agenda 
 5: Biography Material, Semi-Centennial Commission Staff 
 6: Ballad of Oklahoma and Radio 
 7: Bids 
 8: Big Red Warehouse Contest 
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 9: Booth 



 10: Boy Scouts 
 11: Brown and Bigelow Advertising 
 12: Budget 
 13: Proposed Budget 
 14: Buick Magazine 
 15: Concert, Semi-Centennial Symphony 
 16: Convertible, Pending 
 17: Calendar of Events 
 18: Clean Up-Fix Up State Campaign 
 19: Chamber of Commerce 
 20: Cherokee Indian Epic 
 
Box 3 
Folder 1: Commenifratuil Couis (Appreciation Letters from Congressmen) 
 2: Commissions 
 3: Commemorative Stamp 
 4: Commission Honorary Citizen’s Certificate 
 5: Commission Meeting 
 6: Committee Appointments 
 7: Commission Minutes 
 8: Commission Minutes 
 9: Commission Minutes 
 10: General Correspondence 
 11: Cookbooks 
 12: Commission Honorary Members 
 13: Contracts 
 14: Conventions 
 15: Cowboy Hall of Fame 
 16: Colorado Gold Rush Centennial 
 
Box 4 
Folder 1: Decals 
 2: Education 
 3: Essay Contest 
 4: Emblem 
 5: Employment Applications 
 6: Exhibits (Mrs. Reid and Oklahoma Lodges) 
 7: Exhibits 
 8: Exhibits (National Travel and Sport Shows Correspondence and  

Contracts) 
 9: Exposition 1957 Oklahoma City 
 10: Festival Managers Association 
 11: Film 
 12: Foote Advertising Agency 
 13: Flags 

 3

 14: Mary Furez (Miss Oklahoma) 



 
Box 5 
Folder 1: Governors File (Miscellaneous) 
 2: Governors Telephone Book Cover 
 3: Godfrey 
 4: Golden Jubilee Merchants Discount 
 5: Golden Jubilee Celebration (Photos) 
 6: Half Century Club 
 7: Half Century Club 
 8: Hawaii Resolution 
 9: Historical 
 10: Hotels 
 11: Inaugural Float 
 12: Idea File 
 13: Indians 
 14: Itinerary 
 15: Inter-department Correspondence 
 16: Junior Chamber of Commerce 
 17: Onward Oklahoma Essays 
 18: Kansas 
 19: King Candy Company 
 20: Legislative Matters (Interim) 
 
Box 6 
Folder 1: License Plate Symbol 
 2: Legislative Day 
 3: Legal, House Bill 660 
 4: Legal 

5: International Lions Convention 
 6: License Tags, 1957 
 7: Magazines, Contracts, etc. 
 8: Matches 
 9: Medallions, Plates, etc. 
 10: Meeting 
 11: Music 
 12: Meeting 
 13: Motel Associations 
 14: Movies 
 15: News Releases 
 16: National Folk Festival 
 17: National Boy Scouts 
 18: Newspaper Clippings 
 19: Novalties 
 
Box 7 
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Folder 1: Oklahoma Lumbermen’s Association 



 2: Oklahoma State Flag 
3: Oklahoma Legislature 
4: Oklahoma Restaurant Association 
5: Oklahoma Today 

 6: O.P.A. 
 7: O.U. Bond Drive 
 8: Organizations 
 9: Oregon Centennial Commission 
 10: Organization Plans 
 11: Oklahoma Club in California 
 12: Oklahoma Week 
 13: Oklahoma TODD-AO 
 14: Photographs 
 15: Phillip Petroleum Company 
 16: Planning and Resources Board 
 17: Poetry and Manuscript 
 18: Publications 
 
Box 8 
Folder 1: Publicity (Hall-Thompson Allied Artist) 
 2: Promotions, 1957 
 3: Promotions, 1956 
 4: Proclamations 
 5: Pending, 1957 
 6: Publicity Releases 
 7: Queen Contest 
 8: Queen Contest 
 9: Songs and Poems (H. Cargills First Record) 
 10: Schools 
 11: Sigma Delpha Chi 
 12: Songs 
 13: Staff Itinerary 
 
Box 9 
Folder 1: Speakers Bureau 
 2: Speaking Engagements 
 3: Speeches 
 4: Skinner Music Company 
 5: Sports and Travel Shows 
 6: Tinker Air Force Base 
 7: Talent, Famous Oklahomans Correspondence 
 8: Onward Oklahoma Essays 
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Record Group 39-1-1a 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Advertising Proposals 
 2: Board of Affairs, Bids 
 3: Contracts 
 3a: Special Personnel 
 3b: Oklahoma Press Association 
 3c: Morris Chevrolet 
 3d: American Bond Printing Company 
 3e: Requisitions 
 3f: Television Service 
 3g: Radio Contract 
 3h:  Outdoor Advertising 
 3i: Tom Gordon, TV 
 3j: Radio Station Correspondence 
 3k: Radio Station Affidavits 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Press Bureau 
 1a: Stan Pate 
 1b: Jack Leach, Expositions 
 1c: Dorothy Reid 
 1d: Hall-Thompson 
 2: Projects 
 2a: Tulsa State Fair 
 2b: “Upper Boulders in the Sun” 
 2c: News Releases (Hall-Thompson) 
 2d: National Broadcasting Company 
  Today-Tonight-Wide Wide World 
 
Box 3 
Folder 1: Special Events 
 2: State Jaycees 
 3: Stencils 
 4: Southwestern American Exposition 
 5: Shrine 
 6: Talent 
 7: Television 
 8: Time Capsule 
 9: Travel Show 
 10: Tribal Indian 
 11: Trips 
 12: Trail of Tears 
 13: Tulsarama 
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 14: Workshop 



 15: Workshop, Tahlequah 
 16: Idea File 
 17: Economic Development Commission 
 18: Dr. Randall T. Klemme 
 
Record Group 39-1-2 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Miscellaneous        1957 
 2: Miscellaneous        1957 
 3: Miscellaneous        1957 
 4: Pride in Oklahoma Week      1956 
 5: State Library, Albany, New York     1956 
 6: Miscellaneous 
 7: Miscellaneous Newspaper Directories 
 8: Miscellaneous Publications 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Newsletters Correspondence 
 2: Correspondence Pending 
 3: Yvonne Choteau 
 4: Newsletter 
 5: Newsletter 
 6: Miscellaneous 
 7: Centennial Television Coverage 
 8: Biographical Information on Lon Allard 
 9: President’s Itinerary and Route 
 10: Miscellaneous Clippings and Pamphlets 
 11: Pride in Oklahoma Week 
 12: Pride in Oklahoma Week 
 13: Pride in Oklahoma Week 
 14: Coming Events Information 
 
FORM LETTERS        .66 Cubic Feet 
1955-1957            Record Group 39-2 
 
 This series consists of form letters used to promote and publicize the Semi-
Centennial. 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Churches 
 2: Radio Spot Announcements 
 3: MCA Promotions 
 4: Promotions 
 5: Promotions, Saturday Evening Post 

 7

 6: Pride in Oklahoma Week Campaign 



 7: Newspapers 
 8: Honorable Commission Member Letters 
 9: Editors 
 10: Promotions, License Plates 
 11: Trail of Tears Report 
 12: Pocket Guide 
 13: Area Chairman 
 14: Organization Chart 
 15: Semi-Centennial Commission 
 16: Letters to Radio Stations on State Fairs 
 17: Events Form to be Filled Out 
 18: Request for Additional Invoices 
 19: Legislative Day 
 20: Requests for Materials 
 21: Washington, D.C. 
 22: Speech Material 
 23: Club Women 
 24: Area Chairman Questionnaire 
 25: Plans 
 26: Executive Committee 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Education 
 2: Chamber of Commerce 
 3: Honorary Citizenship 
 4: Map Outlines 
 5: Lodge Information 
 6: Semi-Centennial Commission 
 7: Song “Oklahoma” 
 8: Ideas and Plans 
 9: State Industry 
 10: Half-Century Club Forms 
 11: Exposition 
 12: Buttons, Badges, etc. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL PACKETS      .33 Cubic Feet 
1956-1957            Record Group 39-3 
 
 Materials include maps, pamphlets, brochures, and speech materials. They are 
organized into a guide for area chairmen, press kit, and an outline of plans. 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Outline of Plans 
 2: Speech Material 
 3: Press Kit 
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 4: Press Kit 



 5: Packet Guide for Area Chairmen 
 
 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS, OTHER STATES      1 Cubic Foot 
1955-1957            Record Group 39-4 
 
 This reference material consists of brochures, maps, pamphlets, and newspapers 
from other states. 
 
Box 1, 2 and 3  Recreational Brochures of Facilities Available; State Celebrations  

Material; and Miscellaneous Correspondence. 
 

 
COUNTY FILES           1 Cubic Foot 
1956-1957            Record Group 39-5 
 
 Arranged alphabetically by county, these files, consisting of incoming 
correspondence and announcements, describe activities staged across Oklahoma. 
 
Box 1  Counties A-G 
 
Box 2  Counties H-O 
 
Box 3  Counties O-W 
 
PROJECTS COMPLETED       .66 Cubic Feet 
1956-1957            Record Group 39-6 
 
 From the “Mayflower Project” to the “DeLeon Aztec-Mayan Spectacular,” the 
correspondence, photos, and other working materials in this group describe special 
projects undertaken by the Semi-Centennial Commission. 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Miss Oklahoma, 1957 
 2: National Travel Writer’s Meeting 
 3: Flower Shows 
 4: Oklahoma Symphony 
 5: Oklahoma Day, Panorama 
 6: Oklahoma South Bend Project 
 7: Oklahoma Ballet 
 8: Ruth Williams 
 9: DeLeon Aztec Mayan Spectacular 
 10: Holiday Magazine 
 11: Bumper Stickers 
 12: National Council of American Indians 
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 13: Washington, D.C., Oklahoma Day Celebration 



 14: The Oklahoman 
 15: Buster Keaton Story 
 16: May Flower Project 
 17: Russ Johnson 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: National Folk Festival 
 2: Shrine Pageantry 
 
REPORTS                    .5 Cubic Feet 
1956-1958            Record Group 39-7 
 
 This series contains documents prepared by the Semi-Centennial Commission and 
by consultants to the Commission. 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Report of Co-ordinator, December 31   1957 
 2: Publicity Reports, March 22     1957 
 3: Final Report of the Commission to the Governor and Legislature, April  

30, 1958 
 4: Proposal for Tulsa, Oklahoma Golden Jubilee Celebration  
 5: Your Retirement Home Seekers’ Program, May  1957 
 6: Oklahoma 50th Anniversary Celebration   1907-1957 
 7: Recommendations for Advertising, The Tom P. Gordon Company 
 8: Hall-Thompson, Inc. 
 9: Programs 
 
Box 2 
Folder 1: Communications Counselors, Inc. 
 2: Erwin, Wasey and Company of the South Advertising 
 3: Public Relations 
 4: International Trade Seminar and Exposition 
 5: Frontiers of Science Foundation, March 30   1956 
 6: Fifty Years of Statehood, A Proposal 
 7: Exposition 
 8: Consumer Attitude Survey, Marschalk-Pratt   1956 
 9: Meeting 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS           1 Cubic Foot 
1956-1957            Record Group 39-8 
 
 These pictures depict festivities and events surrounding the Semi-Centennial 
Celebration. Among them are photographs of celebrities and notables who appeared 
during various productions, such as Jerry Lewis, Lucille Ball and “Pistol Pete” Eaton. 

 10

 



Box 1  Miscellaneous Photographs 
 
Semi-Centennial Celebration, Jerry Lewis and Buster Keaton, 1957 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration, Lucille Ball, 1957 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration, Pistol Pete Eaton and Rolla Goodnight, 1957 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration, Governor Raymond Gary, U.S. Senator Robert S. Kerr, 
U.S. Senator Mike Monroney, and Harry D. Moreland, 1957 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration, Teddy Dukeminer, 1957 
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Semi-Centennial Celebration, 1957 
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MEMORABILIA        1.5 Cubic Feet 
1956-1957            Record Group 39-9 
 
 These items include emblems, drawings, posters, brochures, and certificates. 
 
Box 1  Miscellaneous Memorabilia 
 
Box 2  Automobile License Plate Proposals, Advertising Posters and Portfolio of  

Historical Documents (Chamber of Commerce) 
 

 
SCRAPBOOKS                                   3 Reels Microfilm 
1956-1958          Record Group 39-10 
 
 These two scrapbooks contain newspaper material relating to the celebration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of Oklahoma Statehood. The scrapbooks include special semi-
centennial historical editions of various town and county newspapers, advertisements 
from various newspapers reflecting the celebration of the semi-centennial, and various 
related articles. The material has been arranged alphabetically by county, alphabetically 
within each county by name of newspaper, and chronologically for each newspaper. 
 
Reel 1  Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings 
 
Reel 2  Alfalfa County, Cherokee Republican through McClain County, Purcell  

Register 
 
Reel 3  McIntosh County, McIntosh County Democrat through Woodward  

County, Woodward Daily Press 
 

 
NEWSPAPERS           1 Cubic Foot 
1956-1957          Record Group 39-11 
 
Box 1 
Folder 1: Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings 
 2: Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings 
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