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SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith my annual reportas

governorof OklahomaTerritory for the year endedJune30, 1900,
depicting as it doesa condition of prosperityand progress not sur-
passedin anyof thegreatCommonwealthsof the nation.

A PROPHECY.

A few weeks prior to the openingof Oklahomato settlementthe
late Milton W. Reynolds,a well-known western journalist, who had
spentmuchtime in Oklahomaamongthe Indiansandwasthoroughly
posteduponthis thengenerallyunknownland~ wrotethe following:

Tothesouthand adjoining Kansaslies Oklahoma“the land of the red man.”
Fromherloins will springvigorouscommunitiesto peopletheinchoatestatewhich
is now forming. Productsmore variedanda greatervegetablelife will springup
from-herteemingsoil. As thecivilizationof theWes~andtheEastareblendingand
unitingto form a morevigorousand compactgrowth, so theproductsof the more
northernandtheextremesouthernregionswill furnish thegreatestyields in this
warmsoil and genialclimate, free comparativelyfrom the forces that dwarf their
developmentin theGulf Statesand lake regionor the mountainousareasof New
England.

The idealWesternCommonwealthwill therebeformed. Climatically thecondi-
tions are perfect. Topographicallythe inspirationsarenot wanting. The atmos-
phereis electricandfull of life-giving properties.

The strugglefor thepossessionof Oklahomahasbeenlongandarduous. Thecat-
tle syndicatesmadeadesperateand prolongedcontest. But theappealsof theset-
tlers have finally beenheard. Soon thevast unpeopledsolitudeof this mighty
domain will be filled with the hum of machineryand thevoicesof the productive
industries;andtheopeningof farmsandthebuilding of citieswill possesstheplaces
wheredesolationand solitudenow reign. Fromthis greatconquestan idealState
will spring,anda type of thebestcivilization of the agewill finally be found in
Oklahoma. It will be vigorous,independent,strong,but conservativeand cosmo-
politan. It will bethe productof that civilization which is the resultantof the
westerner,not of twenty-five yearsago,but of the young menof theplainsaswe
seethemmarchingin battalions,strong,freshfromthecollegesandschools,manned
andequippedfor thehighestdutiesof asociallife thatdemandsandis contentonly
with thebestresults.

1T5 FULFILLMENT.

A few weeksagoHon. Frank Eddy,memberof CongressfromM n-
nesota,visited Oklahomafor the first time, andupon hisreturnhome
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