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To the peopleof all classesandconditionslessfavoredin their sur-
roundingsandopportunitiesOklahomaextendsan invitation to come
and share in the bounteousplenty accordedthis new andwonderful
commonwealth.

GROWTH OF THE TERRITORY.

The presentareaof Oklahomais 38,715squaremiles.
The countryoriginally known as Oklahoma,or “Beautiful Land,”

containedlessthan3,000,000acres,comprising the larger portionof
the countiesof Kingfisher, Canadian,Oklahoma,Cleveland,Logan,
andPayne. This landwasthrownopenby proclamationof the Presi-
dent,April 22, 1889,but a Territorial governmentwasnot provided
until June,1890,the75,000or morepeoplebeingfor overa yearwith
no form of civil governmentsavethatdevisedandcarriedon by com-
monconsent,yet during this time therewasno lawlessnessprevalent,
andtherewas never an hour in which propertyandlife were not as
safeas in any of the States.

The actcreating the Territorial governmentcreatedthe county of
Beaver,with an areaof 3,681,000acres,out of No Man’s Land and
attachedit to Oklahoma.

In September,1890, the Sac and Fox, Iowa, and Pottawatomie
reservations,embracing 1,282,434 acres in the easternpart of the
Territory, werethrown open to settlement,andthe following spring
theCheyenneandArapahoelandsdf 4,297,771acreswereadded. In
1893 came the opening of the Cherokee Outlet, with its 6,014,239
fertile acres,in 1895 the K~ickapoo Reservationof 206,662acres,and
early in 1896 Greer County,a small empire in itself, wasaddedby a
decisionof the SupremeCourt of the United States,giving the Terri-
tory its presentsettled area of something over 19,000,000acres,
6,949,715acresbeing still includedin Indian and other reservations,
of whichaboutone-halfwill beopenedto settlementwithin the coming
year.

LOCATION AND GENERAL CONDITIONS.

Fewpeople,evenamongtheresidentsof theTerritory, realizethat
Oklahomaisas far southasNorth Carolina. The thirty-seventhpar
allel, north latitude, forms the northern boundaryof the Territory,
andthe extremesouthernpoint touchesthe thirty-fourth parallel.

With the exceptionof BeaverCounty,which extendsin a strip 35
miles wide to the one hundredandthird meridian, nearlyall of the
Territory lies between96~ 30’ and 1000 west longitude, being in the
samebelt ascentralKansasandTexas.

In general,the faceof thecountry is rolling prairie,with a consid-
erablenumberof rivers andstreams,usually flowing from the north-
westto the southeast,andoften havinghigh andsteepbanks. In the
easternhalf thereareconsiderableareascoveredwith timber, usually
of the differentvarietiesof oak. Timber is foundin thevalleysof the
streamsin all partsof theTerritory.

The rainfall is sufficientfor the needsof the greatvariety of crops
successfullygrown, and good watercan be found in all partsof the
Territory at depthsrangingfrom 20 to 100 feet.

The wintersareshort andmild, thetemperaturerarelyreachingthe
zero point and then only for a few hours,while on the majority of
winter daysit is far abovefreezing. The’ summersarehot,butacon-


