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from a coarse, rotten shale to a hard, fine-grainedsandstone,and
immenseareasof gypsum.

This sandstoneoccursin almostif noteverycountyin the Territory
and is usedlargely for foundationsand siulilar building purposes.
About 8 miles southwestof Watonga,cappingthehills borderingthe
valley of the North Canadian,is a ledge of dolomite severalfeet in
thickness,overlying a good quality of sandstone. The dolomite is of
an excellent quality, and must eventuallyprove of greatvalueas a
building stone.

Thetwo natnial productsmostpromisingin Oklahomaare its gyp-
sum andits salt.

The gypsum outcropsas great ledges,extending clear acrossthe
Territory. Onevery importantseriesis exposedalong the bluffs on
thesouthside of the Cimarron from the Kansas line to the Glass
Mountains, thenbearingto the south graduallyleavesthe river, cap-
pingthe bluffs which rise westof theCimarron Valley.

In many placesthe solublegypsumhasyieldedto the actionof the
runningwater, andimmensecaves,tunnels,naturalbridges,and fan-
tasticforms haveresulted. Someof thesecavesharbor thousandsof
batsand the guanothat hasaccumulatedsells at avery high priceas
a fertilizer.

As far backas 1852 Marcy, in his explorationsof the Red River,
said that thediscoveryof gold in theWichita Mountainswould attract
moreattention,but that the discoveryof thelargegypsumbedswould
beworth morethanthegold. The supply is practicallyinexhaustible,
and with better meansof i~ransportationand the introduction of
improved processesin the manufactureof plaster,cement,and fer-
tilizers, mustproveof greatcommercialvalue.

Thereare threeprincipal saltareas:The SalineReservation,about
25 mileseastof Alva, in WoodsCounty; the SaltPlainsof the Cimar-
ron, about30 mileswestof Alva, in WoodwardCounty,andthe plains
of SaltCreek, about10 miles north of Watonga,in BlameCounty.

Eachof theseregionsfurnishesa local supplyof salt, while at the
Blame Countyworksseveralthousandpoundsaremanufactureddaily.
Wereit not for the almost unlimited supplyof salt in Kansasthis
industry would receive an immediate developmenton a largescale,
andwith meansfor transportationthere is no reasonwhy salt should
not be manufacturedherein competitionwith Kansasat a good profit.

On the Salt Plains of the Cimarron thereare placeswhere large
springsbubbleup through the sand,the wateras clearascrystal and
assalt as brine. Along theedgesof the stream,formedby the union
of thesesprings,arethick incrustationsof salt, dazzlingwhite in their
purity, while on the grasses,sticks, or other foreignsubstancesthat
may serveasnucleus,immensecrystalsof salt sparklein thesunlight
like diamonds.

From thesesprings thousandsof gallons of water, saturatedwith
salt, find their way into the Cimarron,carrying away enoughsalt to
supplythe whole Southwest. To pumpthis water into vatsandevap-
orateit is the only processnecessaryto produce salt of an excellent
quality. In addition, shallow wells sunkin the sandfurnish anabun-
danceof waterhighly chargedwith salt,andthe costof evaporationis
practicallytheonly oneconnectedwith thedevelopmentof this industry.

Specialattentionhasbeenpaidto thenativeplantsof the Territory,


