
HISTORY OF OKLAHOMA LICENSE PLATES 
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1926 The Highway Department settled on its traditional road-equipment-yellow and black plate 
and started issuing single plates again, with that color combination. 

 
1928 This was the last year for the special “F” plate designation for Fords, although the “T” 

designation continued for trucks. 
 
1929 A grand total of 604,150 vehicles were registered. There were four types of vehicle 

registrations: Passenger Vehicle (516,322); Commercial Truck (60,390); Farm Tractor 
(26,242) and Motorcycle (1,196).  

 
1930 Both automobile and truck registrations decreased.       
 
1931 Under the leadership of newly elected Governor "Alfalfa" Bill Murray, the Oklahoma Tax 

Commission was created.  A motor vehicle registration division was formed to administer 
motor vehicle licensing laws and supervise the statewide distribution of license plates, 
through 130 tag agents. 

 
1932 Registration of vehicles in Oklahoma decreased to its lowest point during the depression. 

The first plates designed by the new commission reflected the name "OKLAHOMA" spelled 
out for the first time.  The previous tags contained only the four-letter "OKLA" abbreviation. 

 
1933 Commercial trailer plates were issued for the first time, along with one month registrations 

for out of state commercial vehicles and free visitor plates for out of state personal vehicles. 
 
1934 Inter-city buses and publicly owned vehicles were added to the growing list of different 

types of registrations. 
 
1935 By now, there were 543,775 registered vehicles! Although many states issued plate number 1 

to the governor, Oklahoma was the only state to issue number 2 to the governor’s wife 
(Lydia Marland), while numbers 3 and 4 went to the lieutenant governor and his wife. 

 
 The City of Oklahoma City became the birthplace of the parking meter. 
 
1936 Oklahoma Publishing Company and National Aid Life sponsored a driving safety contest in 

which the grand prizes were prestigious low-number license plates (#151-157).  The result 
was a 25% decrease in accidents in Oklahoma City. 

 
1937 Industrial Tractor registrations were sold for the first time. 
 
1938 House trailer registrations were sold for the first time. About 200 pairs of vanity plates were 

issued to those with political clout, but were replaced when the attorney general ruled them 
to be invalid.   


