
 Glossary of Investment Terminology 

Coupon4 – The interest rate stated on a bond when it is issued. The coupon is 
typically paid semiannually. This is also referred to as the "coupon rate" or 
"coupon percent rate."  
 
Currency Effect1 - Is the effect that changes in currency exchange rates over 
time affect excess performance.  
 
Derivative Instrument3 - A financial obligation that derives its precise value 
from the value of one or more other instruments (or assets) at the same point 
of time.  For example, the relationship between the value of an S&P 500 futures 
contract (the derivative instrument in this case) is determined by the value of 
the S&P 500 Index and the value of a U.S. Treasury bill that matures at the 
expiration of the futures contract. 
 
Downside Deviation1 - Equals the standard deviation of negative return or the 
measure of downside risk focusing on the standard deviation of negative re-
turns. 
 
Formula:  
Annualized Standard Deviation (Fund Return - Average Fund Return) where 
average fund return is greater than individual fund returns, monthly or quarter-
ly. 
 
Duration3 - Duration is a measure of interest rate risk. The greater the dura-
tion of a bond, or a portfolio of bonds, the greater its price volatility will be in 
response to a change in interest rates. A bond’s duration is inversely related to 
interest rates and directly related to time to maturity.  
 
Equity/Debt/Cash Ratio1 – The percentage of an investment or portfolio that 
is in Equity, Debt, and/or Cash (i.e. A 7/89/4 ratio represents an investment 
that is made up of 7% Equity, 89% Debt, and 4% Cash). 
 
Foreign Bond3 - A bond that is issued in a domestic market by a foreign entity, 
in the domestic market's currency. A foreign bond is most often issued by a 
foreign firm to raise capital in a domestic market that would be most interested 
in purchasing the firm's debt. For foreign firms doing a large amount of business 
in the domestic market, issuing foreign bonds is a common practice.  
 
Hard Hurdle5 – is a hurdle rate that once beaten allows a fund manager to 
charge a performance fee on only the funds above the specified hurdle rate.  
 

Data Source: 1InvestorForce, 2Interaction Effect Performance Attribution, 3NEPC, LLC, 4Investopedia, 5Hedgeco.net 

High-Water Mark4 - The highest peak in value that an investment fund/
account has reached. This term is often used in the context of fund manager 
compensation, which is performance based. Some performance-based fees only 
get paid when fund performance exceeds the high-water mark. The high-water 
mark ensures that the manager does not get paid large sums for poor perfor-
mance. 
 
Hurdle Rate4 - The minimum rate of return on an investment required, in order 
for a manager to collect incentive fees from the investor, which is usually tied to 
a benchmark.   
 
Interaction Effects2 - The interaction effect measures the combined impact of 
an investment manager’s selection and allocation decisions within a sector. For 
example, if an investment manager had superior selection and over weighted 
that particular sector, the interaction effect is positive. If an investment manag-
er had superior selection, but underweighted that sector, the interaction effect 
is negative. In this case, the investment manager did not take advantage of the 
superior selection by allocating more assets to that sector. Since many invest-
ment managers consider the interaction effect to be part of the selection or the 
allocation, it is often combined with the either effect.  
 
Median3 - The value (rate of return, market sensitivity, etc.) that exceeds one-
half of the values in the population and that is exceeded by one-half of the val-
ues.  The median has a percentile rank of 50. 
 
Modified Duration3 - The percentage change in the price of a fixed income 
security that results from a change in yield.  
 
Mortgage Backed Securities (MBS)3 - Bonds which are a general obligation 
of the issuing institution but are also collateralized by a pool of mortgages.  
 
Municipal Bond (Muni) 4 - A debt security issued by a state, municipality or 
county to finance its capital expenditures.  
 
Net Investment Change1 – Is the change in an investment after accounting 
for all Net Cash Flows.  
 
Performance Fee4 - A payment made to a fund manager for generating posi-
tive returns. The performance fee is generally calculated as a percentage of 
investment profits, often both realized and unrealized.  
 

154


