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We agree with many of the conclusions contained in the majority
report. However, we specifically disagree with the majority conclusion
recommending Dr. Benton's termination.

The undersigned members of the committee believe that the first con-
sideration of the Legislature in 1979 should be to remove the Corrections
Department from the control of a federal court order and restore it to con-
trol by the proper officials of the State of Oklahoma.

It is the opinion of the undersigned members that that objective can-
not be achieved if the Legislature injects itself into personnel matters
of the Corrections Department.

While we agree with the majority of the committee that Dr. Benton has
made mistakes (a fact to which Benton admitted in testimony), the responsi-
bilities of serving as chief administrator of a large, diverse, and
geographically dispersed state agency are such that some mistakes will be
inevitable. It should also be remembered that Director Benton assumed his
present position at a time when the Corrections system was in chaos, a
situation perpetuated by the rapid employment and discharge of his two
immediate predecessors. In fact, the musical chair of the directorship has
plagued the Corrections Department since its inception in the 1960s.

Although the Corrections Department has the framework to perform the
functions necessary for the citizens of Oklahoma, it can never function
properly if the Legislature insists on trying to make operating decisions
that ought properly be the province of professionals. While legislative
oversight of all bureaucracies is desirable, it seems obvious that no pro-
fessional can simultaneously please 149 masters.



The qual ity of Director Benton 's performance has been underscored by
the federal judge under whose court order the Corrections system now oper-
ates. That same judge has indicated that the State of Oklahoma is showing
good faith in moving toward achieving the Constitutional objectives which
his court orders have set forth. We question whether calling for the
removal of the Director under whose leadership that progress has been
made is a continued showing of good faith.

We feel that, despite mistakes made, the Department of Corrections
has come a long way under Dr. Benton1s leadership. Therefore, we vigorously
dissent from the majority recommendation that Dr. Benton be terminated.
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Senator John McCune


