INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

“Profiles 2011” consists of three components:. (1) the State Report, (2) the District Report and (3)
individual School Report Cards. Each component of “Profiles 2011” divides the information
presented into three major reporting categories: (1) community and environment information, (I1)
educational program and process information, and (111) student performance information. This
methodology is meant to mirror the real-world educational process. Students have a given home
and community life, they attend a school with avaried make up of teachers and administrators
who deliver education through different processes and programs, and finally, all of these factors
come to bear on student performance.

The specific scope of each “Profiles 2011” component is as follows:

State Report: This component contains many tables, graphs, and maps, all with accompanying
text, concerning state-level information for the major categories of measurement. The most
recent data covers the 2010-11 school year. Wherever possible, tables and graphs will cover
multiple yearsin order that trends may be observed. Also, national comparisons have been added
based on data availability and comparability.

District Report: This component contains a two-page spread for each school district in the state
and depicts indicator information in graphic and tabular form for the 2010-11 school year.

School Report Cards: This component includes over 1,600 individual school report cards for
the 2010-11 school year. The School Report Cards include demographic and financial
information about the district and specific information about the individual school site. This
information includes enrollment counts, achievement test scores, community involvement,
information about teachers, and other site-specific information. Each report card also contains
space for comments from the school principal. The principal is encouraged to provide
information such as scores for any standardized testing conducted beyond the requirements of
state law, highlights of amission or policy that is unique to the school, and recognition of special
programs or student and staff achievements. Once the principal has added his or her comments, it
isrequired by state law that they distribute copies of the School Report Card to the parents.

Each of the three components has data organized into three major reporting categories:

) The Community Characteristics category includes community and contextual
information. It features demographic data from the 2010-11 school year plus data from
the most recent U.S. Census for persons residing within the boundaries of the school
district. In the District Report, communities have been placed into one of 16 groups
based upon the number of students the district serves and based upon a socio-economic
indicator. This grouping methodology allows districts to be compared to other districts
serving similar communities, as well asto state averages in each of the three reporting
sections.

[1)  The District Educational Process category includes program and process information. It
depicts how each school district delivers education to its students.
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