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the United States and even other countries to visit the 
tournament launch site and attend the weigh-ins (in 
Tulsa). That launch site, the Wolf Creek Tournament 
Facility, is now one of the best in the nation thanks to 
the work done by GRDA and others who built boat 
ramps, docks, paved new roadways and parking lots and, 
ultimately, helped raise the profile of Grand Lake as a 
fishing destination. Of course, the positive economic 
impact of the Bassmaster Classic on the region stretched 
into the multi-millions but the lasting impact has been 
a renewed interest in Grand Lake. GRDA is responsi-
ble for issuing licenses for all tournaments taking place 
on Grand and Hudson and, following the Classic, there 
was an increase both in numbers of tournaments and 
numbers of participants through the remainder of 2013. 
Tournaments bring more and more dollars to the region 
and continue to fuel the economic engine first created by 
GRDA’s Pensacola Dam. 

Taking Care of Business

Not every day in 2013 involved a major fishing event or 
a milestone decision about future generation, but every 
day did involve producing and delivering electric power, 
caring for the resources of the Grand River system and 
maintaining the operation that has a significant, posi-
tive economic impact on Oklahoma. In 2014, GRDA is 
committed to doing all these things again.

LOCAL.ECONOMY
The customer group that demonstrated the most unification 
and publicly exercised the public power spirit during 2013 
was the municipal customers. Several of GRDA’s municipal 
and industrial customers have been partners for almost 75 
years. The local leaders recognize that assets of the Authority 
legally belong to GRDA and the state of Oklahoma, but 
they know the electricity revenues from members of their 
local communities paid the debt to build them.

GRDA’s municipal customers and GRDA have commit-
ted to partner for future decades by executing standard, 
long-term contracts with a term through 2042. GRDA’s 
customers were determined the generation plan manage-
ment had developed in conjunction with input from cus-
tomer meetings would be supported by state leadership. 
While maybe not as vocal state-wide, the industrial and 
off-system firm customers were also just as involved in 
reviewing presentations on generation alternatives, provid-
ing feedback, and aiding in the ultimate generation deci-
sion. After months of due diligence looking at the multiple 
alternatives, ultimately, the customers wanted their local 
dollars to go towards local generation to support their local 
loads. The transparency and oversight of the public pro-
cess worked, and the customers and GRDA are working 
together to put the plan into action.

Providing Public Power

GRDA directly serves 16 Oklahoma municipal customers 
and two others just across the state border that own and 
operate their own distribution systems. Municipal custom-
ers provided 41% of the electricity revenues during 2013.

Coffeyville, Kansas, GRDA’s largest municipal customer, 
is located just across the state line. Coffeyville has a popula-
tion of over 10,000 with a strong industrial base, account-
ing for two-thirds of GRDA’s power sales to the city. Many 
Oklahomans work in Coffeyville’s industrial park which 
includes large customers of the city: Coffeyville Resources, 
a nitrogen fertilizer facility, Southwire, ACME Foundry, 
Magellan Pipeline, John Deere, and Bartlet Milling. 
Other large employers in the city include Amazon, the 
Coffeyville Community College, city government and the 
Coffeyville Regional Medical Center. 

The city of Stillwater, with a population of approximately 
47,000, is GRDA’s second-largest municipal customer with 
primarily a residential and commercial revenue base. The 
city has a large industrial park which is home to its larg-

2013 Bassmater Classic held on Grand Lake.


