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panel was deleted from state law in 
2013.

Another effort, but this time’s 
different

Legislation passed in 2015 created the 
Incentive Evaluation Commission, 
composed of five voting members 
and three ex officio non-voting 
members. The panel was the brainchild 
of Representative David Dank, 
R-Oklahoma City, who passed away 
during the session.

The IEC’s five voting members include 
the past president of the Oklahoma 
Professional Development Council 
as chair, an economics professor, two 
certified public accountants and a private 
investigator. The non-voting members 
include two members of the governor’s 
cabinet and a tax commissioner.

Among the key differences between 
the earlier committee and the IEC is 
the inclusion of the high-ranking state 
officials on the panel, albeit as non-
voting members. 

Staffing is provided by the Office of 
Management and Enterprise Services 
(OMES) with assistance from the 
Commerce Department and Oklahoma 
Tax Commission.

In addition, a professional consulting 
firm has been retained to help the panel 
through its gathering of data and the 
analysis. 

Public Financial Management, Inc. 
(PFM) is experienced in evaluating 
tax incentives and includes two team 
members that are former state budget 

directors under both Republican and 
Democratic governors.

Another key difference from the earlier 
evaluation attempts is the public 
attention and transparency of the IEC. 

OMES communications staff has 
provided detailed information to the 
news media about every meeting, 
including explanation of each step taken 
and the schedule of each tax incentive to 
be examined.

A website, iec.ok.gov, contains all of the 
materials relating to the process.

Finally, according to Preston 
Doerflinger, cabinet secretary for finance 
and revenue, the IEC has the full support 
of Governor Mary Fallin. 

In a guest commentary included in this 
edition of the Oklahoma Economic 
Report, Doerflinger writes, “When 
the commission begins making its 
recommendations, I know the governor 
will be just as supportive of keeping or 
expanding those incentives proven to 
work as she will be of phasing out those 
incentives that do not justify the cost.”

Under the microscope in Year 
One

The incentives to be examined between 
now and end of the year include:

•  Five-year Ad Valorem Tax Exemption 
– annual impact, $67.9 million.

•  Credit for Electricity Generated by 
Zero-Emission Facilities – annual 
impact, $26.6 million.
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Voting members:

Lyle Roggow, commission chair. 
Past president, Oklahoma 
Professional Economic 
Development Council 
(OEDC), current chair, OEDC’s 
Legislative Affairs Committee.

Cynthia Rogers, Ph.D. 
Economics professor at the 
University of Oklahoma. 
Research interests include 
regional & urban economics, 
state & local public finance 
and local economic 
development.

Carlos Johnson, CPA PLLC. 
Has more than 40 years 
of experience in financial 
institutions, higher education, 
government, not-for-profit and 
retail industries.

James Denton, CPA. President 
and CEO of Arledge & 
Associates, an Edmond-based 
accounting firm.

Ron Brown, President and CEO 
of CSI Group, a full service 
asset management and 
recovery agency in Oklahoma 
City, 

Non-voting members:

Preston Doerflinger, Secretary 
of Finance and Revenue.

Dawn Cash, Oklahoma Tax 
Commissioner.

Deby Snodgrass, Secretary of 
Commerce and Tourism.
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