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CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 

The Legislature continued to focus efforts to protect the public from criminal ele-

ments by improving gang intelligence information gathering, creating new felony 

offenses relating to domestic abuse and enhancing the gun rights of law-abiding citi-

zens.  

The Legislature also passed measures this session that will impact gang activity. SB 

923 increases the punishment from up to one year to up to five years in prison for 

any person convicted of encouraging, soliciting or recruiting a minor to participate in 

a gang. The fine increases from $1,000 to up to $5,000. The punishment for a second 

offense is increased from up to five years to up to 10 years in prison. The measure also 

creates a new felony offense for committing a gang-related offense as a condition of 

membership in a gang. Punishment is five years in prison in addition to any other 

penalty imposed for the original offense. School employees are required to report any 

suspected gang members to a designated school 

official who is to report the information to local 

law enforcement.  

SB 952 enhances protections for victims of do-

mestic violence by creating two new felony 

crimes related to domestic violence. A new fel-

ony offense of domestic assault or domestic as-

sault and battery with a dangerous weapon is 

established with a punishment of imprisonment 

in Department of Corrections custody for up to 

10 years or by imprisonment in a county jail for 

up to one year. The new felony crime of domes-

tic assault and battery with a deadly weapon is 

created with punishment of imprisonment in the 

custody of the Department of Corrections not to 

exceed life imprisonment. Additionally, the 

measure adds aggravated assault and battery 

upon any person defending another person as an 

85-percent crime.  The table on the following 

page explains 85-percent crimes.  

The measure also requires the court to order any offender to undergo counseling as a 

condition of a suspended sentence or probation for a conviction of domestic assault 
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POINTS OF INTEREST 

• Enhanced penalties for gang in-
volvement 

• Strengthened domestic violence 
protections 

• Further restricted synthetic drugs 


